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4 
SPEECH in the LOWER HOUSE 
of ConvocarioN, 


Mx. PrRoLocuTtoR; 


\HE Kings of England have claimed in all ages a power 
in eccleſiaſtical matters equal to what the Roman Empe- 


| rours exerciſed in their Empire, When the Biſhops of 

Rome, who upon many occaſions ſtretched their power beyond 
either the limits of it in the primitive church or what was after- 
wards granted them, aſſumed an authority in all the churches of 
Europe; as they found ſome reſiſtance every where, ſo they 
met with a violent oppoſition in this kingdom, And though in 
the firſt conteſts between our Kings and the popes. the clergy 


generally ſided with the latter, becauſe of the immunity and pro- 


tection which they enjoyed from that ſee; yet finding themſelves 
afterwards grievouſly oppreſſed, when popes became ambitious 
and. warlike princes, and new projects of taxation were every 
where ſet on foot to raiſe a revenue, they fled to the crown for 
protection which their predeceſſors had abandoned, and thereupon 
acknowledged the King to be the nn Head of the Church 


of England. 


The Statute of the 25th of Henry bs Eighth, which is, 1 
think, the firſt that mentions the King's Supremacy, does not 
indeed ſet down the form of any oath to be taken; nor is it eaſy 
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to learn, whether any particular form was obſerved throughout > 


England, But Biſhop Burnet found two forms with the ſub» 
ſcriptions remaining, one of which he has printed at large; from 
whence we learn, that the clergy at leaſt ſwore 4 quod con- 
firmatum ratumque habemus, ſemperque perpetuò habituri ſumus, 
; quod Rex noſter eft Caput Ecclefize Anglicans"; and it was voted 
in Convocation ſoon after, ** quod unuſquiſque in ſuis orationi- 
bus et comprecationibus de more faciendis primùm omnium Re- 
gem tanquam Supremum Caput Ecclefiz Anglicanæ Deo & po- 
puli precibys commendabit.“ 


Whereupon the Statute of the 26th of the ſame reign het 
notice, that the King was recognized as, ſuch by the clergy in 
their Convocations : nevertheleſs for corroboration and confirma- 
tion thereof it enacts, that the King our Sovereign Lord, His 
Heirs and Succeſſors, ſhall be accepted and reputed the only Su- 
preme Head on earth of the Church of England and Ireland, and 
of all other His dominions; and a ſubſequent act of the ſame 
reign enjoins an oath to be taken, that He is recognized as ſuch. 
by all and fingular His ſubjects and reſiants of and within the 


ſame. 


From this period I conſider the gyte and title of Supreme Head 
of the Church ſo eſſentially united to the Imperial Crown of this 
realm, that it is not in the power of Parliament to ſeparate and 
disjoin them; ſo long J mean as we continue a Proteſtant Church 
and Nation, It was for the preſervation of this true and inherent 
dignity of the Crown, the ſtatute of the firſt of King Edward 
the Sixth inflicts very ſevere pains and penalties upon any that 
ſhall impugn or controvert it by words or in writing: and it was, 
as the ſtatute of the firſt of Queen Elizabeth expreſſes i it, for the 
avoiding of all ſuch hurts, perils, diſhonours, and inconveniencies, | 
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as have aforetime befallen as well to the Kings of this realm as 
to the whole eſtate thereof, by the means of the juriſdiction and 
power of the See of Rome unjuſtly claimed, uſurped and exer- 
_ Ciſed within this realm and the dominions thereof, and alſo of 
the dangers by the fautors of the ſaid power, whoſe marvellous 
outrage and licentious boldneſs has at ſundry times required ſharp 
reſtraints and corrections of the laws; it was, I ſay, for ſuch wiſe: 
and conſtitutional purpoſes the Supremacy was perpetually annexed 
to the Crown, And it was moreover expreſsly for the better 
obſervation and maintenance of the Royal Supremacy, all eccle- 
ſiaſtical perſons and temporal officers whatſoever and whereſoever 
within this realm or any of the dominions thereunto belonging 
were obliged under ſevere penalties to take a corporal oath ta de» 
fend it. 


The oath of Supremacy, which came in upon aboliſhing the 
papal authority, is a powerful protection againſt the return of it. 
It was originally the bleſſed means of preſerving us from popiſh 
tyranny, and it is ſtill the beſt ſecurity of that mighty deliverance 
which was wrought for us at the Revolution, It is only from 
the King's Supremacy we can have licence to make ſuch altera- 
tions in the rites and ceremonies of the church, as ſhall at any 
time hereafter ſeem either neceſſary or expedient; and till then 
we are bound by the ſame Supremacy to permit certain contro- 
verted points to reſt under the approved moderation of the Church. 
of England, and not to be over-buſy in matters of ſpeculative 
divinity, whence factions may ariſe dangerous to civil Govern- 
ment itſelf. Nor can we exerciſe our ſpiritual functions with 
more loyalty and dutiful affection to the King, or with greater 
honour and advantage to ourſelves, than under the protection of 
the ſame Supremacy, It is not only the beſt profeſſion that the 


clergy 
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cler oy can make of their conſtant fidelity _ ati to His 
Majeſty, but it is moreover the bond of Proteſtantiſm and of that 
great Community which goes under the denomination of the 
Reformed Church, and of which the Church of England has de- 
ſervedly been honoured with the title of the chief and leading 
branch, Let the politician give me leave to add, that it is eſſential 
to the unity of the Britiſh Empire. 


Eccleſiæ noſtre, que in tant! colluvie rerum nativo ſuæ 
puritatis ſplendore nitet, ſub auſpiciis Optimi Dilectiſſimique 
Principis, gratulamur omnes: fauſta ac felicia precamur omnes: 
quod vero abolitione juramentorum de Supremitate Regia agnoſ- 
cendA in parte permagni Americæ Septentrionalis nuper ſubditæ, 
Hoc quaſi diadema coronæ imperialis laceretur, hoc Regis Jus 
Prærogativum Auctoritaſque Suprema vuhnerentur, hoc Eccleſiæ 
Anglicans Regnique Britannici decus & tutamen minuantur, 
ni fallor, indignamur omnes. ; 


By a ſtatute of the laſt Seſſions of the late Parliament it is 
enacted, that his Majeſty's ſubjects profeſſing the religion of the 
Church of Rome in a very great part of His American dominions 
annexed to the Imperial crown of this realm, may have, hold 
and enjoy the free exerciſe of that religion; ſubject indeed, as it 
is looſely expreſſed, to the King's Supremacy, declared and eſta- 
bliſhed by an act made in the firſt year of Queen Elizabeth, over 
all the dominions and countries which then did or thereafter 
ſhould belong to the imperial crown of this realm : the clauſe, I 
ſay, is looſe and inefficient ; becauſe it is expreſsly provided in the 

ſabſequent part of the ſaid ſtatute, that no perſon profeſſing the 


® Here the Lpeaker, having thought upon his ſubjeR in Latin, which is the uſual 
language of Convocation, except in — broke out into the following words, 


religion 


r 
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religion of the Church of Rome and reſiding in the province of 
Quebec ſhall be obliged to take the oath required by the ſaid act 
of Queen Elizabeth, or any other oaths ſubſtituted be any other 


act 1 in the place thereof. 


And what is the oath, which they are 1 by the fad: 
ſtatute to take and ſubſcribe? it is the oath. of allegiance, - plain 
in its original form, ſhort and yet comprehenſive of the whale 
duty of a ſubject to his prince, dilated into vague, inexpreſſive, 
and intricate clauſes and declarations, which may at any time be 
diſpenſed with by a power which they acknowledge. 


No member of this venerable Houle has a more 8 regard 
for the perfect ſecurity and eaſe of the minds of all our fellow- 
ſubjects, than myſelf: but it is a matter of real and very great 


diſquietude to conſiderate men, who diſtinguiſh between tolera- 
tion and eſtabliſhment, that the Royal Supremacy is very much 
abridged and diminiſhed, and in effect entirely taken away in a 


very great part of His Majeſty's American dominions by the abo- 


| liſhing of theſe oaths. And 1 humbly conceive, that every di- 
minution of the Royal Supremacy is fo far an acknowledgment | 


of the papal pretenſions to a power over princes in depoſing them 
and giving their dominions to others. 


Influenced only by principles of duty and ont by loy- 
alty and affection to the beſt of Kings and the beſt of Govern- 


ments, I move that the clauſe which I will read may be intro- 


duced into the Addreſs to His _— which is now propoſed te to 
our conſideration. 


« It is with the moſt zealous affection of duty and. 3 to 
your * Royal Perſon and Government, that your faithful 


bo clergy 
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| > n do on every occaſion expreſs their gratitude for the repeated 
declarations, which your Majeſty has been pleaſed to make of your 
| | firm reſolution to maintain them in the full enjoyment of their 
| | civil and religious rights; of which under God the Royal Supre- 
| macy, indiflolubly united to the Imperial Crown of this Realm, 


[ | is a powerful ſecurity, as well as an effential part of the Conſti- 
| ftution itſelf, and an eminent branch of your Majeſty's Royal 
. | Prerogative.“ | 


MR. PRoLOCUTOR; 


The motion which I have made is objected to, as conveying a * 
cenſure of the Quebec Bill. It was not my intention to paſs 
any cenſure ; it would not become me. I am confident that the 
motion is ſeaſonable and pertinent, becauſe it contains a dutiful 
declaration of the Royal Supremacy from the repreſentative body 
of the clergy in Convocation aſſembled. The Bill alluded to is, 
if I remember right, entitled an Act for making more effectual 
proviſion for the Government of the Province of Quebec i in North 
America, and I doubt not has its foundation in ſound policy, 
The toleration of popery to more than ſixty-five thouſand of our 
fellow-ſubjeQs in that extenſive province, or, which is the ſame 
thing, a plan of peace and tranquility upon principles of huma- 
nity and benevolence, is moſt conſiſtent with His Majeſty's Juſ- 
tice and Clemency, the known charaQeriſtic of Britiſh Govern- 
ment, and the true ſpirit of the Proteſtant Religion. But the 
clergy, who are under the moſt ſolemn engagements to main» 
tain and defend the Royal Supremacy, cannot embrace a ſyſtem 

which gfabliſbes popery in any part of His Majeſty's dominions ; 
ſo contrary in itſelf to the whole frame and conſtitution of Go- 
vernment, as well as injurious to the Royal Supremacy, that 
decus * tutamen of our civil and religious rights. 


I S8. 


